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GOD SPEAKS IN THE STORM 
Pastor Jim Dunn 

 
 

Job 38:1-11 

The Lord Answers Job 

38 Then the Lord answered Job out of the whirlwind and said: 

2 “Who is this that darkens counsel by words without knowledge? 

3 Dress for action like a man; 

    I will question you, and you make it known to me. 

4 “Where were you when I laid the foundation of the earth? 

    Tell me, if you have understanding. 

5 Who determined its measurements—surely you know! 

    Or who stretched the line upon it? 

6 On what were its bases sunk, 

    or who laid its cornerstone, 

7 when the morning stars sang together 

    and all the sons of God shouted for joy? 

8 “Or who shut in the sea with doors 

    when it burst out from the womb, 

9 when I made clouds its garment 

    and thick darkness its swaddling band, 

10 and prescribed limits for it 

    and set bars and doors, 

11 and said, ‘Thus far shall you come, and no farther, 

    and here shall your proud waves be stayed’? “ 
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“Then the Lord answered Job out of the storm.” (Job 38:1) 

 

Some of you know that I am an unconverted fan of the Houston Astros. Though I 

hasten to add that I like the Kansas City Royals, too. Astros fans and Royals fans have 

much in common. We have both suffered much over the years. And it’s not just the 

many losing seasons we have in common. It’s also the heartbreak of watching very 

good players get traded away or be lost to free agency. When I was a kid, I watched 

as perennial all-star Rusty Staub got traded away for Jesus Alou. Future Cy Young 

award winner Mike Cuellar was traded for Curt Blefary. And future Hall-of-Famer Joe 

Morgan was involved in a trade that made Tommy Helms our new second baseman. It 

was enough suffering through bad trades to make a fan ask, “Why?” Then, in 1990, it 

looked as though it was happening again. The Red Sox were trying to make it to the 

play-offs that season. They needed another good relief pitcher. They got us to give 

them Larry Andersen, a pretty decent pitcher. And again the Astros fans wanted to 

know, “Why?” Instead of an explanation, we got a third baseman who was unknown 

and unproven and still playing double-A ball in the Minors. 

 

We remember that Job had suffered much. By chapter two, he’d lost everything. For 

the next 35 chapters God would say nothing, while Job’s response to these losses went 

from shock to lamenting sorrow and then to struggle with God. In these 35 chapters 

we hear Job’s friends trying to help him, though three of them were not much help. For 

35 chapters, interspersed with amazing statements of faith by Job, Job asks, “Why?” 

Why had these losses happened to him? At times, He accuses God of being unfair, 

unjust. He asks, “Where is God? “ “Why is this happening?” “When will this end?” “How 

could God do this to me?” Job wanted an explanation. Instead, he got something 

else from God. 

 

In chapter 38, God breaks His silence. He speaks. From the middle of a storm God 

speaks to Job. And what Job then received from God was not an explanation. “Then, 

the Lord answered Job out of the storm. Who is this that darkens My counsel with 

words without knowledge? I will question you, and you shall answer Me. Where were 

you when I laid the foundations of the earth? Do you know how its dimensions were 
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determined and who did the surveying? What supports its foundations and who laid its 

cornerstone, as the morning stars sang together and all the angels shouted for joy?”  

 

The tables had been turned. Instead of Job questioning God, now God was 

questioning Job. Seventy questions in four chapters. In other words, Job needs to let 

God be God. There is a God, and we are not Him. His creation alone speaks of what is 

far beyond us. God made the Milky Way, a galaxy that measures 104,000 light years 

across and contains over 100 billion stars. And that’s just one galaxy.  

“Can you see it, Job?” God asks. “Can you see how carefully I’ve put it all together? 

Can you grasp the immensity of what I have created? Can you be My equal? Can 

you match My power, My ability to watch over and care for all of this? What do you 

say, Job?” 

 

“Then Job answered, ‘I am unworthy – how can I reply to you? I put my hand over my 

mouth, I spoke once but I have no answer – twice, but I will say no more.’”  

Job gets it. It’s like he’s been trying to telling Willie Mays how to hit and Sandy Koufax 

how to pitch. Now, Job surrenders. He stops pressing God for an explanation, because 

he has received instead a surprise.  

 

God wrapped Himself in a storm. God revealed Himself to Job that He is not a God 

who is distant, far off, disconnected. Instead, we have a God who is with us, who 

speaks to us in the storms of life.  

 

This God who wrapped Himself in a storm would also wrap Himself in a human body. 

Instead of giving us an explanation, He gave us a surprise. He gave us Himself. The Son 

of God took on flesh to take us into His arms and heal our hurts. The Son of God 

became an infant not to somehow prove that infants are innocent but in order to in all 

ways live the life of perfect holiness that we could not and experience the Father’s 

judgment so that we need not. Instead of an explanation, God speaks in the storm 

and surprisingly becomes like us in Jesus Christ to suffer with us and save us.  
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In 1990, Astros fans received an unknown, unproven minor league third baseman 

instead of an explanation. That third baseman turned out to be a surprise. Jeff Bagwell 

will be remembered as the best player to ever wear an Astros uniform.   

 

Instead of an explanation for his suffering, Job received a surprise. A revelation. God 

spoke to him from within the storm. As a result, Job was able to move beyond shock, 

sorrow, and struggle to surrender. Jesus gives us the words for surrender: “Thy will be 

done, on earth as it is in heaven.” We dare say these words of surrender, because the 

surprising revelation of God in Jesus Christ beats any explanation, every time.  

 

Amen 

 


